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RACIAL JUSTICE RISING TO HOLD FIRST FRANKLIN CANDIDATES FORUM: 

FOCUS TO BE ON ISSUES OF RACISM AND RACIAL JUSTICE 
 

Meet the Candidates for the First Franklin district house seat, currently held 
by Stephen Kulik (retiring). Candidates at the August 25th forum, organized by Racial 
Justice Rising, will state their views and respond to questions from organizers and the 
audience about racism and racial justice.  

According to organizer Mel Ptacek, “Political office holders in the Massachusetts 
Legislature make decisions that affect their particular constituents, including people of 
all races, but they also help set policies and pass laws for the state as a whole. Yet the 
unique challenges faced by people of color in our society are often overlooked or 
sidelined in discussions with candidates for public office in our area. What are the 
candidates’ views about racism and racial justice? How do these affect their plans for 
their work at the state level? What ideas do they have to deal with local challenges 
related to racism and racial justice?” 

The public is invited to participate in the forum, to be held on Saturday, August 25th 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the First Congregational Church, 43 Silver Street, in Greenfield. 
Audience members will be able to submit questions to the candidates for discussion at 
the forum.  

Doors open at 9:30 a.m. There is no charge to attend. 

This forum could well be the first such event with political candidates for office from 
western Massachusetts, and perhaps even in the state as a whole, to focus specifically on 
issues of racism and racial justice.  
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Candidates will be asked about a range of issues, which could include: 

❖ Social and economic inequality 
❖ Discrimination 
❖ Education 
❖ Immigration 
❖ Housing 
❖ Criminal justice 
❖ Differential impacts of laws and public policies 

 

At this writing, the following candidates have committed to participating (in 
alphabetical order): 

Kate Albright-Hanna 

Natalie Blais 

Christine Doktor 

Jonathan Edwards 

Casey Pease 

Nathaniel Waring 

Francia Wisnewski 

The forum is being held at RJR’s regular venue for its monthly events in Greenfield. 
Although outside of the First Franklin district, the city of Greenfield is adjacent to the 
district and many RJR participants reside in that district. Unlike RJR’s regular monthly 
events, this event will begin at 10:00 a.m., on the hour rather than a quarter past the 
hour. Also, unlike the regular RJR monthly events and due to the special nature of the 
forum, childcare and refreshments are not able to be provided.  

For more information, email Mel Ptacek at website@racialjusticerising.org.  

Visit RJR on the web at https://racialjusticerising.org or on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/massslav. 

Event page: https://racialjusticerising.org/candidates-forum-2018/        
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Co-sponsored by Visioning B.E.A.R. Circle Intertribal 
Coalition and Not in Our Town—Greenfield.  
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